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Lesson Twenty: Do Spiritual Gifts Still Exist Today?    

 

The Promised Spiritual Gifts  

I. Today’s question is centered around the subject of the Holy Spirit.   

A. The Spirit is the subject of many questions, debates, and discussions. For most of us, we have more 

questions than we do answers about the Holy Spirit.  

 

II. Today’s question is, “Do spiritual gifts still exist today?”   

A. By “gifts”, our friends are most likely not referring to the talents and abilities that God has given to us 

(Rom. 12:6-7).  

 

B. By “gifts” they are most likely referring to the miraculous gifts given by the Holy Spirit to the early 

Christians.  

 

C. There are many today who believe that Christians do possess Spiritual gifts: 

1. “He (the Holy Spirit) chooses who gets which gifts, and He dispenses them at His good pleasure. While 

we are held accountable for the use of any gifts He gives us, we have no responsibility for gifts we 

have not been given.” Billy Graham 

2. Phone call I got a few weeks ago from a lady who was surprised I didn’t believe in the gifts.  

 

III. Let’s begin with what the Bible says about these gifts:  

A. In Joel 2:28-29 – the prophet pointed to the day when the Spirit would come upon mankind.  

1. Jesus, before He ascended to Heaven, commanded the apostles to stay in Jerusalem until they had 

received the Holy spirit (clothed with power from on high) – LK 24:49 

2. Jesus was referring to the baptism of the Holy Spirit (AC 1:5).  

a. To be baptized is to be “immersed, submerged”  

b. So to be baptized in the Holy Spirit is to be totally immersed in the influence, gifts, and power 

of the Holy Spirit.  

c. We see this illustrated in the words used to describe the baptism (LK 24:29; AC 2:33)  

B. This took place on Pentecost (Acts 2:16-18) 

1. Through the Spirit the Apostles were able to perform miracles:  

a. Acts 2 speaking in tongues  
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b. Acts 3 healing a lame man (3:6) 

c. Acts 5:12 many signs  

d. Acts 5:15 Peter’s shadow, hoping it would heal them  

e. Acts 9 Peter raised Dorcus (9:40) 

f. Acts 19:11 – God performing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul  

2. Jesus promised that the Spirit would, “guide them in truth, disclose what is to come” (LK 12:11-12)  

a. The Apostles spoke with boldness (4:31); their teaching amazed those who heard (4:13).  

 

C. We find a list of the Spiritual Gifts in 1 Corinthians 12:7-11 

1. Wisdom and knowledge; faith; healing; effecting of miracles; prophecy; distinguishing of Spirits; 

tongues and interpretations of tongues 

2. A note on tongues - some say they talk in tongues, and have heard them do so, and it sounds like 

gibberish or babbling. Some to say it is a secret language, known only by God.  

3. The speaking in tongues in the Bible was speaking in an actual existing language. The Apostles 

spoke in the different languages of the Jews attending the Pentecost (Acts 2:6). For us today, it 

would be as if someone starting speaking in a foreign language fluently though they had no 

education or training in that language. This gift was a personal gift in that the person could speak 

directly to God in prayer (1 Corinthians 14:2), however, if they were to speak in tongues in the 

public assembly, they were to do so with an interpreter (1 Corinthians 14:26-28). That way 

everyone else can know what they are saying. 

 

D. What were the purposes of the gifts?  

1. To validate and confirm the message spoken by the Apostles  

a. Mark 16:20 – confirmed the word by the signs that followed  

b. Heb. 2:3-4 – confirmed…God testifying by signs and wonders, and by gifts of the HS 

c. AC 4:16 – the Jews wrestled with the fact of a noteworthy miracle  

 

2. To share/teach the truth  

a. The Spirit gave the men the words to teach/preach (JN 16:13-14; AC 4:13) 

b. The role of the Spirit is to reveal the mind of God (1 Cor. 2:10-13) 

c. He has revealed the mind of God through prophets (2 Pet. 1:20-21) 

d. The mystery was revealed through the Spirit, and written down for Christians (Eph. 3:3-5), to 

where Paul can write that the brethren ought not exceed what is written (1 Cor. 4:6).  

 

3. To edify/build up the Church 

a. The role of the prophet (teacher/spokesman for God) was to edify (build up), exhortation 

(teaching) and consolation (comfort) 
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b. All these roles/functions/purposes are fulfilled in the Word (Col. 2:7; 1 Thess. 4:18; 2 Tim. 

3:16-17).  

 

E. How did the Spirit come upon the rest of mankind?  

1. We might ask the question – did anyone else receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit?  

a. One possible person is the Apostle Paul 

1) He was able to perform miracles, the signs of a true apostle (2 Cor. 12:12).  

2) Did the Spirit come on him as He did the others? Did one of the Apostles lay their hands on 

him? We’re not told.  

b. Another is Cornelius in Acts 10.  

1) We find similar words in his tory to what took place with the Apostles:  

a) The Holy Spirit fell upon them (10:44) 

b) Holy Spirit was poured out (10:45)   

c) They received the Holy Spirit (10:47) 

d) They received the gift of the Holy Spirit (10:45, 11:17) 

e) They received the baptism of the Holy Spirit (11:15-16) 

2) Peter said reflecting on this scene:  

a) “fell on them just as He did upon us at the beginning” (11:15) 

3) The reason for the Spirit baptizing Cornelius (and his family) was to show Peter, and the 

rest of the disciples, God’s decision to show the Spirit is now not just poured on Jews, but 

on Gentiles – the beginning of the gospel being spread to the world (Rom. 1:16) 

4) This was a unique case. Notice that this this event is full of God’s activity – two visions 

directing both men on what to do (v. 3, 10) 

2. If this was unique – how did people receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit?  

a. They received the gifts only through the laying on of the Apostles hands:  

1) AC 8:14-15 – the people in Samaria, though saved (baptized 8:12), had not received the 

Holy Spirit. They did so after Peter and John laid their hands on them. Simon recognized 

this (8:18)  

 

2) AC 19:1-5 – Paul in Ephesus found some disciples and asked if they had received the holy 

Spirit. They answered no. After teaching them of Jesus, and baptizing them in the name of 

the Lord – Paul laid his hands on them, then they received the Holy Spirit.  

 

3) 2 Tim. 1:6 – gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands.  

 

3. By this logic – if the only way men received the Spirit was through the laying on of the Apostles’ 

hands, since there are no apostles today, there is no means by which we can receive the Spirit.  

a. Thus, there are no miraculous Spiritual gifts today.  
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b. They were necessary for a time. They fulfilled a specific role/function. That 

role/function/purpose has been met, and ended the need for the gifts.  

 

IV. Another passage to consider is what Paul taught in 1 Corinthians 13:8-12 

A. Begin by noticing that this falls within the context of Spiritual gifts.  

1. In ch. 12:1 he starts the discussion on the gifts.  

2. In ch. 14 he corrects the inappropriate use of the gifts (14:39-40) 

B. Sandwiched between these chapters is ch. 13 – a chapter on love. In v. 8-12 he brings up this subject of 

spiritual gifts.  He is comparing the eternal nature of love along with the temporal nature of spiritual gifts. 

1. Paul tells us that the gifts were temporary. The perfect will do away with the partial. (v. 8). Through 

the perfect we will be able to see fully, knowing as we have been known, compared to the dimly 

lesser knowledge.  

2. What is the perfect? 

a. complete, perfect; (1) with its chief component as totality, as opposed to partial or limited; (a) 

of things in full measure, undivided, complete, entire (RO 12.2); substantially; the finish, 

completeness (1C 13.10); [Friberg] 

b. having attained the end or purpose, complete, perfect— [Gingrich] 

c. We use the word perfect to describe something flawless – without fault or mistake. Yet it can 

also be used, as it is here, to describe something “complete” or “whole.”  

d. The Christians at this time didn’t have the whole truth, but they soon would. The gifts would no 

longer be necessary because confirmation, teaching, encouragement/edification, comfort, 

guidance, would all be provided through the written words of the Spirit – the Bible [2 Pet. 1:3]  

1) Consider 2 Tim. 3:16-17 – that the man of God may be “perfect” (KJV), “complete” (ESV, 

NKJV).  

2) Consider Eph. 4:11-13 – perfecting the saints through the knowledge of Christ  

3) Compare v. 12 with 2 Cor. 3:18 

a) Note on face to face – Gen. 32:24, 30, Ex. 32:20; Ex. 33:11, 19-23; Deut. 34:10 

 

What Questions Can I Ask My Friend 

I. When I’m discussing this subject with my friend, there’s a few things I need to bear in mind:  

A. This subject can become personal if the person believes they have a gift.  

1. They may believe they have a spiritual gift, have experienced the Spirit, have prophesied or 

spoken in tongues – have witnessed someone heal.  

2. A question you may ask, “Will you show me?” As Foy E. Wallace once put it, “As the declaration 

goes, so too must come the demonstration.” They may respond saying you don’t have enough faith, 

but you might take them to the example of Thomas who sought for proof and Jesus gave it.  

 



 

I Have a Friend (2018): Lesson Twenty 5 

B. They may ask, “What about 1 Tim. 4:14 – the elders bestowing a gift through laying on of hands? 

1. There are many “gifts” described through the Scriptures. 

a.  There’s spiritual (miraculous) gifts (1 Cor. 12) 

b. There’s one’s natural ability (Rom. 12) 

c. There’s commissioning one to work/ministry (AC 13:1-3).  

2. Nothing from the context would make it seem the elders were bestowing the miraculous gifts of the 

Holy Spirit. It seems more to be pointing to the endorsing of Timothy’s ministry, to which he was 

called to through prophecy.  

 

C. Questions I might ask my friend:  

1. How did you receive the spiritual gifts? Why is your case different than what we read in the 

Scripture?  

2. If someone has the power to heal, why don’t they go down to the local children’s hospital?  

3. If there are gifts today – what are their purposes? Why do/would we need the Bible if we have the 

Spirit still miraculously giving us the truth?  

 


